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 Introduction to Research Project Task
Purpose:

· To reassure trainees that it will not be as difficult as they may think

· To get them thinking in a creative way about possible topics

Learning outcomes:

By the end of this task, trainees will be able to:

· Appreciate that they have all done some research in the past

· Understand and use two models of thinking

· Identify some starting points for research project using thinking models

Resources needed:

· Handouts on thinking wheel (plus useful to have either on OHT or on IT for use with electronic board)

· Laminated sheets of thinking hats (one per page with coloured paper to match colour of hat) stuck round room.  Useful to also have on PowerPoint for use on electronic board (attached as separate PowerPoint)

Note:  This is a series of activities, and can be used either as a whole activity or just parts as most useful for the students.

Task:

Part 1: Models of thinking

· Thinking hats – input and discussion about the different sorts of thinking.

· Thinking wheel – discussing where hats fit into the different sections (eg green hat thinking fits in with Generate)

Part 2:  White hat thinking – Gather/organize

· Wordstorm/discussion on experience of doing research (include informal research eg involved in buying a house, finding out about an illness, having a baby, redesigning the garden, etc etc)

· Wordstorm/discussion on feelings about the project (red hat thinking)

Part 3:  Identify (from thinking wheel)

In small groups, students to look at research project brief in handbook and identify what the task requires.  Will involve discussion, questions and feedback.

Part 4:  Green hat thinking – Generate

Wordstorm on how many ideas they can think of for researching.
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