	College A
	College B

	· Mostly girls

· English

· Middle class professional parents with disposable incomes

· Live in a leafy suburb or attractive rural location

· Learning experience: parental interest in education and encouraged to defer gratification (work hard at school, go to university …)
	· Mostly boys

· 25 ethnic groups/ languages

· Working class unskilled parents who struggle to make ends meet

· Live in cheapest rented housing on a rundown city estate

· Learning experience: parents let down by education system and children encouraged to leave school, find a job and earn money


Programme Evaluation: our own students or ‘customers’

According to Ofsted, the following student factors play a large part in determining the success of students on education courses: gender, ethnicity, class, socio-economic status and environment, learning experience. 

1. Using the table below as a guide, how do you think the above factors might affect student success at each college? 
2. What do you think the students at each of these colleges might be interested in studying?
If you are interested in this subject …
Schooling in Capitalist America (Bowles & Gintis, 1976) discusses the study of a New York high school in which school values and assessment processes appear (like many schools) to reward those students who fall in line with the system but do not provide for students who are determined not to be ‘controlled’ by the schooling system and thus become conditioned to obey authority in adult life. 

The Essential 55, Coach Carter and Freedom Writers are three recent films in which innovative teachers attempt to get disillusioned adolescents enjoying their education and trying to make something of themselves despite their difficult social circumstances. Also, To Sir, with Love (1967) is a British film that addresses social and racial issues in an inner city school.
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