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Lifelong Learning Initial Teacher Training

Course Materials


Study Skills Yr 2 - Tortoise and the Hare Task
Purpose:
· Develop information searching skills

· Develop ability to work as part of a group

· Develop “teaching skills” through presenting their results to their peers

Learning outcomes:
By the end of this task, students will be able to:
· Locate relevant sources / resources relating to a specific subject / module or theme
· Share their sources with peers
· Analyse the effectiveness of the methods used to locate the sources / resources
Resources needed:
· Task handout
· Computer room / learning resources centre

· Course Readers
Note:  Any relevant module / theme / topic can be chosen for this activity
Part 1: Team task
There are two different approaches to searching used in this task, therefore two teams are needed. The teams can be subdivided but need to stay with the same overall search approach., The search approaches are:

‘The tortoise’ – Using resources / sources which are already organised / classified as ready to use, i.e. The ‘Itslife’ web site, Minerva, the Course Reader and books / resources in the Learning Resources Centre.  

(Please tailor what you ask trainees to do to fit situation / facilities of the particular centre)
‘The Hare’

Using only the internet, excluding the ‘Itslife’ web site

The Activity
· Each team should locate at least five sources which will be helpful for ‘XXXXX’ – chosen module / theme / issue / topic
· Full\ bibliographical details of each should be noted so they can be provided for the whole group.
Part 2: Presentation and Discussion
· Each team briefly summarises results to the rest of the group in no more than five minutes, including the details of all sources used in full
· Discussion of how they set about the task:
· How effective were the strategies used? 
· How useful are the sources found?
· What changes would make to make information searching more effective?
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