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Lifelong Learning Initial Teacher Training

Course Materials


Activity 2:  Specialist Area Case Study
Purpose:

· Enable the trainees to discuss and research their specialist area
Learning outcomes:

By the end of this task, students will be able to:

· Share the context of the specialist area in their organisation
· Discuss and research where appropriate key issues relating to their specialist area, particularly relating to methods/resources and embedding LLN

Resources needed:

· Course Handbook (p.40-42)
· Access to internet

· Standards Unit specialist area resources

· Skills for Life embedding materials for specialist areas

Task:

Small group discussion (specialist area groups)
(Smaller sub groups relating to different organisations may be appropriate for part of this activity)

· Share context of specialist area in their own organisation, using assignment brief in course handbook to help them structure this.

· Discuss key current issues in the specialist area, including the role of Sector Skills Councils etc – use internet to research if necessary
· Share teaching methods/contents, and ideas for keeping up to date – using internet to demonstrate relevant sites to each other if appropriate

· Use Standards Unit specialist area packs and Skills for Life Embedding Materials for specialist areas to identify and discuss different methods/resources that can be used

· Discuss the LLN needs of learners in the specialist area and how this can be embedded into their teaching

Tutor to circulate constantly, giving advice and guidance as needed to keep them focused.

Tutor to encourage group to form mini-peer support group, exchange emails etc, to share ideas and information as it becomes available.

Tutor to encourage trainees to contact mentors as soon as possible to gain their help and support.
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