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Lifelong Learning Initial Teacher Training

Course Materials


LL1201 Activity:  Introduction to Minimum Core (and/or Skills for Life and/or Functional Skills
Purpose:  To enable trainees to consider why there is a need to embed LLN in their teaching and support their learners in developing these skills
Objectives: 

By the end of this activity, trainees should be able to :
· Check their knowledge of the scale of the need in the UK

· Identify the LLN/ICT needs of their learners

· Consider some appropriate methods, resources and assessment strategies in their subject area to help develop LLN/ICT skills of their learners

Activity:
Part 1:  individual or pairs activity
Quiz on scale of need.  
Use either:

Attached quiz (thanks to Linda Cook from Norton Radstock College)

Or

Quiz on page 7 of Hickey Chapter 1 in Course Reader (course reader page 78-9

Part 2: Plenary and discussion of answers to quiz
Part 3:  Input 

Probably using specialist Functional Skills expert – to explain what Functional Skills, Key Skills and Skills for Life are, how they relate to each other and how they relate to Minimum Core.
Part 4: Small group activity, preferably in subject area groups

Discuss what the key literacy, numeracy and ICT skills are that their learners need to (a) succeed on their course and (b) succeed in their chosen vocational area (where appropriate).

Using specialist SfL support and SfL resource packs, look at appropriate methods, resources and assessment strategies in that subject area to help develop LLN/ICT skills.

Functional Skills Quiz

1. What are functional skills? Write down your definition.

2. How many adults in the UK have difficulty with number?

a) 12 million

b) 17 million

c) 6 million

3. How many adults in the UK are not functionally literate?

a) 8 million

b) 5 million

c) 10 million

4. What proportion of young people leave school unable to read, write and add up properly?

a) 1:6

b) 1:4

c) 1:10

5. What is the estimated cost to the country of poor functional skills?

      a) £2 billion

      b) £10 billion

      c) £ 7 billion                                                                          

6. What are embedded functional skills?

Functional Skills Subject Definitions

(QCA)

Functional skills are core elements of English, mathematics and ICT that provide an individual with essential knowledge, skills and understanding that will enable them to operate confidently, effectively and independently in life and at work.

Leitch- Review of Skills 
December 2006 
(focus on adult skills)

· 1/3 Adults do not hold basic school-leaving qualification.

· ½ (17 million) have difficulty with number.

· 1/7 (5 million) are not functionally literate. 
· Poor basic skills cost the nation £10 billion each year (Skills for life strategy, Dfes)
Leitch Review: Link to 14-19 Agenda

· 1:6 young people leave school unable to read, write and add up properly.

· Proportion of young people staying in education post 16 is below European averages.

· Review emphasises importance of changes to GCSE to improve functional literacy and numeracy.

Functional Skills will be…

· Incorporated into revised GCSEs.

· Incorporated into Specialised Diplomas.

· Standalone qualification for adults.

                                   What next?

· September 2008- All three functional skills trialled 

· September 2009- Functional English and ICT available nationally, including with GCSEs

Embedded teaching and learning combines the development of literacy, language and numeracy skills with vocational and other skills.( Dfes) 

Functional Skills Standards – some examples: 

English

Speaking and listening Level 1

Take full part in formal and informal discussions/exchanges

· Make relevant contributions to discussions, responding appropriately to others

· Prepare for and contribute to formal discussions of ideas and opinions

· Be flexible in discussion, making different kinds of contributions

· Present information/points of view clearly and in appropriate language

Reading Entry 1 

Read and understand short, simple texts

· Understand short texts on familiar topics and experiences

· Read and understand simple regular words

Writing Entry 3

Write documents with some adaptation to the intended audience

· Plan, draft and organise writing 

· Sequence writing logically  and clearly

· Use basic grammar including appropriate verb-tense and subject-verb agreement

· Spell correctly and check work for accuracy

Mathematics
Entry 3

Understand and use whole numbers to 1000

Add and subtract using 3 digit numbers

Use metric and imperial units in everyday situations

Level 2 

Find perimeter and volume of common shapes

Add and subtract fractions

Carry out calculations with numbers of any size in practical contexts
ICT

Entry 3 

Use correct procedures to start and shut down an ICT system – log in,log out, use shut down menus

Level 2 

Manage files and folder structures to enable efficient information retrieval 

Create, open, save, save as, create sub-folders……..

Full standards available on www.qca.org.uk
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