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PCET Initial Teacher Training

Course Materials


Introduction to Research Methods Task – LL1010
Purpose:

· To enable trainees to appreciate the range of research methods and issues involved in them
Learning outcomes:

By the end of this task, students will be able to:

· Identify the methods they have initially selected for their research project
· Describe the rationale behind their choice

· Describe the difference between quantitative and qualitative methods

· Discuss their choice of methods in relation to some key issues

· Identify good practice for questionnaires, interviews (and observations?)

Resources needed:

OHT on quantitative/qualitative methods (See LL1010 Introduction to research methods task Quant Qual)
Handout of photocopy from David Hopkins (1993, 2nd edn) A teacher’s guide to classroom research.  Buckingham: Open University Press, p.145, Table 8.1
OHT/handout on reliability/validity/practicality 

Activity:

Part 1:
Circle round group, each to say what methods they are planning to use.
Part 2:

Tutor input and discussion on quantitative/qualitative methods using OHT or electronic board.

Part 3:

Tutor to list Hopkins taxonomy methods on board (see resources above).  Students in small groups to identify the advantages and disadvantages of each and what they could be used for.    Handout at end for them to discuss.

Part 4:

Tutor input and discussion on reliability, validity, practicality based on OHT or electronic board.

andout

METHODS

Issues to consider to help you decide what methods to use and to account for their use

RELIABILITY:  where a method/technique would produce the same results when used again

VALIDITY:   extent to which methods/ measurement are a truthful representation

PRACTICALITY:  to do with resources – time, money, energy, etc.
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