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LL1009 Definitions activity

Purpose:

· Enable students to understand the relevant terminology

Learning outcomes:

By the end of this task, students will be able to:

· Define learner support

Resources needed:

Handout

Task:

Wordstorm/discussion about definitions of learner and learning support.

Then give them handout to discuss

LEARNER SUPPORT / LEARNING SUPPORT

“The term ‘learner support’ receives considerable use, but in practice it can be seen to mean considerably different things in different contexts.  Most definitions tend to be situated along a continuum which has the notion of supporting learners with disability and/or additional needs at one end, and a life empowering growth towards personal autonomy at the other end.  There is little clarity in an overall definition, resulting in the potential for considerable confusion.  This project proposes therefore to adopt a definition which should be:

Strategies which empower learners to establish and fulfil their learning, career and personal potential.”

West Country Learning & Skills Research Network (unpublished) How might learning providers improve learner support for part-time learners?  Protocol for Project dated 6th February 2004.

“We defined learner support and guidance as guidance and support addressing barriers to learners achieving their aims.  In this sense, it may include help with particular personal difficulties (perhaps concerned with financial circumstances, accommodation or relationships), as well as more general aspects of learners’ progress with their learning programmes, such as helping them to plan their work.”

West of England Learning and Skills Research Network (2002) Learner Guidance and Support:  Models used and staff views of effects on retention.  London:  Learning and Skills Development Agency, p.3.
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