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WHAT IS A SUBJECT SPECIALIST?
Purpose:
· To enable trainees to think about what constitutes a subject specialist  and where they fit as specialists
Learning outcomes:

By the end of this task, students will be able to:
· Define a ‘subject specialist’
· Compare and contrast their definition with others
· Discuss where specialist areas overlap
Activity:

Part 1 - handout.

Individual / whole group activity
· As individuals, write down your own subject specialism
· Share these definitions on whiteboard and explain where they fit – local / national / international picture

· Write down two unique things which make your subject ‘special’

· Rate yourself against handout

· Share and compare
WHAT IS A SUBJECT SPECIALIST?

We consider a subject specialist to be:

“A subject specialist is someone who is able to effectively develop, extend

and teach their recognised area of specialist expertise, and who seeks to contribute to their own specialised ‘community of practice’” 

(Crawley 2005: 76, 7)

A subject specialist should be able to:

· help students develop learning in the specialist subject 

· design learning programmes in their subject  which take account of current subject and curriculum developments

· identify, adapt and use specialist teaching and learning resources

· demonstrate an inclusive approach within their subject

· recognise the importance of literacy, language, numeracy and learning technology within their subject

· develop a secure and up to date subject base through research, professional development and evaluation of teaching activity

· work with other teachers in their own subject

· evaluate their own subject expertise, and update it as appropriate

Sources:
Crawley, J. (2005) In at the Deep End: a survival guide for teachers in post compulsory education. London: David Fulton Publishers .

Teacher Training Agency (2004) Qualifying to teach - Handbook of guidance.

London: TTA.
University of Huddersfield (2003) Summer School Module Handbook. Huddersfield: PCET Consortium.
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